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moved out of the square into the street and that some soldiers were
now standing on the pavement just at the corner of Singer House
and the bridge over the Moika. I passed them and was almost
across the bridge when I remembered that I had left some books
which I had been carrying in the Bank. As I turned and began to
retrace my steps a clock struck half-past ten. When I came abreast
of the soldiers one of them stepped forward and stopped me. The
Bolshevik occupation of Petrograd had begun.